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widely,1-3 yet such judgments are fundamental to patient management decisions and clinical research. The possibility that this collective divergence of opinions4 and practice3 might conceal a more ordered approach by individual rheumatologists prompted this study, which investigates the stability of judgments made by individual clinicians one year apart. 
Materials and methods
Clinical data taken largely from real patients were used to construct 30 paper patients4 5 as previously described.3 Before and after treatment values were included for 10 clinical variables (Table 1) . Twenty randomly selected patients were duplicated, producing 50 in all. (There were no consistent differences between the 20 duplicate patients and the 10 included only once.) These were sent on two occasions one year apart to 10 randomly selected British rheumatologists. On each occasion they were invited to indicate their judgment, using a visual 
Results
Seven rheumatologists returned completed sets of judgments on both occasions. The reliability of 
